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2A

HERE' S BOOMER

"Booner And The Bucketeers"

ACT ONE
FADE | N
EXT. SPORTS ARENA - ESTABLI SHI NG SHOT - DAY 1
EXT. SPORTS ARENA - DAY 2

BOOVER is cruising through the enpty parking |ot of
the Sports Arena --we FOLLOW Booner past the main
entrance where we read the marquee announcing the
appearance of Meadow ark Lenon and the Bucketeers.

CLOSEUP - BOOMER 2A

Booner's head travelling fromtall player's shoes all
the way up to tall player's head.

BOOVER (V. Q)
Hrm basketball. Not a sport dogs
are good at.

Boomer continues around to the back entrance where a
cromd -- nostly kids -- are gathered waiting to get

aut ographs of the Bucketeers. After a beat, a bus
pulls into the parking lot. A sign on the side of the
bus reads, "THE BUCKETEERS." The crowd rushes to the
door of the bus as the players exit in street clothes
and carrying their travelling cases. Everyone's at-
tenti on noves to MEADOALARK as he exits.

VARl QUS SHOTS - KIDS' FACES 3

It's possible that only Santa G aus can elicit the
sane kind of reaction and joy fromkids that Meadow
lark can. He freely signs autographs and AD-LIBS with
the crowd, all of whomare excited about seeing him

| ater that afternoon.

BACK TO SHOT 4

Booner is caught in the maze of feet crowled around
Meadow ark. Everyone is crowded so close to Meadow
lark that no one notices that Meadow ark's wal l et slips
out of his jacket to the ground.



4A

4B

4C

CLOSEUP - BOOMER 4A *

BOOVER (V. Q)
Qops .

Booner picks it up and tries to follow Meadow ark into
the arena but a big old ugly GUARD cl oses the door be-
hi nd Meadow ark and "shoo's" Booner away. Booner,
wal l et in nouth, circles the arena | ooking for a way
to get in -- the only open door is at the front en-
trance, which is protected by a UNIFORVED GUARD. Boom
er ponders the situation for a beat, then notices two

enpty soda cans standing on a nearby |edge. He drops *
the wal |l et, noves to the |edge,, knocks the bottles
over -- the SOUND OF THE FALLI NG BOTTLES brings the

GQuard away fromthe door to investigate. Booner hides
behind a pillar and as the Guard passes him Booner

pi cks up the wall et and dashes into the stadium The
Guard sees Booner enter, blows his WH STLE and gi ves
chase.

A few guards are gathered in front of the refreshnent
stand having coffee as GUARD #1 runs up to them

GUARD #1
Catch that dog!

Al'l the guards take off into the arena area. As they
| eave, Boomer sticks his head out frombehind the
counter.

CLCSEUP - BOOMER 4B  *

pokes head out. Looks left and right carefully then
steps out.

He | ooks both ways and then enters the arena behind
the guards. Booner still has wallet in nouth. *
CLOSEUP - BOOVER 4C ¢
BOOVER (V.Q)
Quard dogs are nuch nore efficient.

OM TTED 5 *

I NT. LOCKER ROOM 6

Meadow ark and the TEAM are getting dressed and putting
on their uniforns.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED

Meadow ark' s nunber one DRIBBLER is warm ng up by-
dribbling on the floor, walls, and even ceiling.

Anot her PLAYER is spinning the ball on his fingertip
and undressing with his other hand at the sane tine.

PLAYER
Hey, Meadow ark... | think you
really dig those kids.
MEADOW.ARK

The kids today are the general
managers of tonorrow.

PLAYER
What good they gonna do you, old
man. .. when they grow up you'l
be ni nety.

MEADOW.ARK
Wth conpetition |like you around,
["Il still be playing.

Meadowl ark taking off jacket feels for wallet.

MEADOW.AKR
(conti nui ng)
Hey, ny wallet's m ssing.

PLAYER
Here, you can have m ne...
(throws it to
Meadow ar k)
There's nothing in it.

Team | aughs, Meadow ark throws wal | et back.

VEADOW._ARK
| had it on the bus... wonder if
a 'pickpocket' got it?

PLAYER

Most of the tine the only thing
they'd get out of your pocket
Is lint.

Team | aughs delightedly. Meadow ark starts out of the
| ocker room

I NT. ARENA AREA

The Quards are noving through the seats.

( CONTI NUED)



TA

7B

CONTI NUED: 7

Boormer laying low, sticks his head to check out the
eneny. He ducks down and noves closer to the basket-
bal | court.

CLOSEUP OF BOOVER 7A
craw ing on his stomach.

A Quard spots him Booner still has a wallet in his
nmout h.

GUARD #1
There he is'!

The Guards rush toward Boomer. They surround hi mon
the court. Meadowl ark enters the court area and we
see his POV as the Quards slip and slide on the court
gi ving chase to Booner, who runs through | egs, causes
themto fall down and generally nakes the Quards | ook
l'i ke buffoons. Booner spots Meadow ark and nmakes a
last ditch run for himwi th the Guards chasi ng behi nd.
Boormer junps up and attracts Meadow ark's attention to
the wal l et in nouth.

MEADOWL.ARK
(cradling Booner)
Ni ce moves! Do you sl am dunk?

The Guards, huffing and puffing, cone up to Meadow ark.

GUARD #1
|"'msorry about this, M. Lenon.
(rmenaci ngl y)
W'l |l take care of this mutt.

Meadow ark puts wallet in coat. The Quard reaches out
for Booner, who growls at him
CLOSEUP - BOOMER 7B

BOOVER (V.Q)
Do not touch the dog.

The QGuard steps back.

MEADOW._ARK
Gentlenmen, this is a friend of
m ne. ..

( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)



7B

7C

8A

8B

8C

CONTI NUED:

Booner!

MVEADOWL.ARK
(checks nane tag)

( CONT' D)

He's ny guest, and a
very smart and honest citizen.

(to Booner)

As a reward, how d you Ii
little Anmerican cuisine?

CLOSEUP - BOOVER

BARKS happi | y.

I NT. REFRESHMENT STAND - HOT DOGS

ke a

QUT TO

FOR SALE

Meadow ark is placing condinments on the hot dogs for
wat ches in disbelief.

Boomer .

GQuard #1

Must ard

CLOSEUP - BOOMVER

MVEADOWL.ARK
on your dog?

BOOVER (V. Q)

(annoyed)

Not a good choi ce of words.

Sorry.

CLOSEUP - BOOMER

nods.

MVEADOW.ARK
(realizing)
Mustard on your

frankfurter?

Meadow ark applies the nustard.

Rel i sh?

CLCSEUP - BOOMER

nods.

MVEADOWLARK

Meadow ark applies the relish.

Oni ons?

VEADOWLARK

7B

7C

8A

8B

8C



8D

8E

8F

CLOSEUP - BOOVER 8D

nods "No."

MEADOWLARK
(reacts)
They don't agree with me, either.

Meadow ark places the hot dogs on a snmall plate on the
floor -- Booner feasts.

MVEADOWLARK
(conti nui ng)
How about sonething to drink?

CLCSEUP - BOOVER 8E
goes to beer tap.

MVEADOWLARK
(1 aughi ng)
No beer! After Booner's through
di ning, escort himto the front
door. And no rough stuff.

GUARD
Yes sir.

Meadow ark starts back to the | ocker room Booner
BARKS after him Meadow ar k waves back. He finishes
the hot dogs and BARKS at the Guard. The Quard bows,
sweeps his armin the direction of the door

GUARD
(conti nui ng)
After you, sir.

CLOSEUP - BOOVER 8F

BOOVER (V.Q)
A much inproved attitude.

The two wal k toward the front door

CUT TO

EXT. STREET - M NUTES LATER 9

Boonmer wal king in alley... A basketball cones flying
over the back fence, bounces, and cones to rest. Boom
er | ooks. No one around.



9A

10

10A

10B

10C

CLOSEUP - BOOMER 9A

BOOMVER (V. Q)
Soneone's not very accurate with
their junp shot.

EXT. YARD - ROBBIE JOHNSON S HOUSE 10

RCBBIE is an athletic |ooking sixteen-year-old boy.
But because of a recent car accident he is confined to
a wheel chair. He sees Booner and the ball.

ROBBI E
Hey, | just threw that away...
Get it out of here.

CLOSEUP - BOOVER 10A
BARKS -- Robbie wheels away. Booner follows him roll-
ing the ball with his nose.
ROBBI E
Cnon... beat it.
Booner's gonna make this sour young man his friend. He
rolls it along... with his nose.
ROBBI E

(continuing; grins)
Hey, that's sone trick.

CLCSEUP - BOOMER 10B
rolls himthe ball. Robbie rolls it back. Booner and
he play together. \When Robbie has the ball -- Booner
runs under basket, indicating Robbie should shoot.
Looks up at hoop.
ROBBI E
Didn't | explain that? |I'm

t hrough wi t h basket bal I .

Robbi e wheel s away again. Booner follows.

CLCSEUP - BOOVER 10C

BOOVER (V. Q)
Ni ce guy. But not very happy.

ROBBI E
Go ahead now find soneone else to
play with... I'mno fun.



10D CLOSEUP - BOOVER 10D
rolls over on back, eyes closed, and tongue hangi ng
out .
ROBBI E
(1 aughi ng)
Alright. I'mthirsty, too.

Booner junps up on Robbie's lap. There's a nonent of
surprise on Robbie's part, but then he gives Booner a
big hug and we get the feeling that this is the first
time in a long while that Robbie's |aughed or had fun
He wheels themover to a hose.

10E BOOVER 10E
turns on the tap water.

Robbi e drinks fromthe hose, then cups his hand and
pours in sone water for Booner to lap up. Robbie |ooks
at Boomer's nane tag.

ROBBI E
So you' re Booner?

10F  CLOSEUP - BOOMER 10F
BARKS "yes. "

RCBBI E

My nane is Robbie Johnson... shake
Boonmer. Sorry | can't get up.

10G CLOSEUP - BOOMER 10G

lifts a paw to shake. Robbie reacts joyously at his
new found buddy. They shake. Robbi e' s not her cones

out the back door and into the yard. Robbie and Booner
don't see her as she stands and watches the duo. MRS.
JOHNSON is obviously deeply hurt by Robbie's situation
She | ooks at her wheel chair bound son for a beat. Tears
well up in her eyes, but she w pes her eyes and regains

comnposur e.
MRS. JOHNSON
Robbie, Billy is on the phone...
He wants you to... Wio's this?
ROBBI E

He says his nane's Booner.
( CONTI NUED)



10G

10H

10-1

10J

CONTI NUED:

MRS. JOHNSON

He did? WII he say it again?...

How do you do, Booner? And what
grade are you in?

CLCSEUP - BOQOVER
cocks head at this.
MRS. JOHNSON
Ch, isn't that silly of nme. But

he looks so intelligent... or at
| east brighter than Billy.

Ms. Johnson who has nade a joke to please Robbi e,

reacts in sorrow as Robbie doesn't even smle

MRS. JOHNSON
(conti nui ng)

Ch, yes, Billy. He wants you to

nmeet hi mdown at the playground.

ROBBI E
| don't feel like it... maybe
t onor r ow.

MRS. JOHNSON
(frustrated)

Robbi e Johnson, are you ever going

to | eave this house?

RCBBI E

Sure | am ©Mm When school starts.

MRS. JOHNSON
What should | tell Billy?

ROBBI E
Tell himIl went skiing.

CLOSEUP - BOOMVER

| ooks up at and..

DAZZLI NG SHOT OF HOT SUN

CUT TO

10G

10H *

10-1 *

10 *



10K

10L

11

10.
CLOSEUP - BOOMER 10K

BOOMER (V. Q)
A |l ess than believabl e excuse.

MRS. JOHNSON
Billy just m ght believe it.

M's. Johnson starts for the door, followed by Robbie --
there's a ranp instead of stairs which Robbie nego-
tiates easily. Booner is still on his Iap.

MRS. JOHNSON
(conti nui ng)
I'"'msorry, Robbie, but you know
how your father feels about pets
In the house.

ROBBI E
(bitterly, to nother)
He lets ne in the house.

Mot her reacts by turning back and dabbing tears away.

ROBBI E
(continuing; to
Booner)
Sorry, Booner.
Robbi e hel ps Boonmer junp off -- Ms. Johnson and Robbie

enter the house. We STAY with Boomer as he wat ches
Robbie go inside -- he |ooks at the basketball |ying
under the rimand then back toward the door

Booner exits through the |oose plank and runs to the
side of the house. Through a wi ndow he sees Robbie

enter his roomand slam the door shut. The wi ndow
sill is abit too high for even Booner to nmnage.
CLCSEUP - BOQVER 10L

BOOVER (V.Q)
This calls for a little ingenuity.

Booner |ooks around and spots a four foot |adder which

he pushes over to the wi ndow, and uses to help him

junp into Robbie's room

I NT. ROBBIE S ROOM 11

Booner junps through the open wi ndow into the room

( CONTI NUED)



11

12

11.
CONTI NUED: 11

Robbie is sitting at his desk |eafing through the
pages of a sports magazi ne. Booner |ooks around the
room which is filled with sports nmenorabilia -- pic-
tures of Robbie on various high school teans, a book-
shelf filled with silver trophies Robbie received over
the years. It's obvious that whatever happened to
Robbi e has happened fairly recently. Booner BARKS his
approval

ROBBI E
Did you ever see so nuch silver,
Booner? | al nost cornered the

mar ket .
Robbi e picks a trophy off the shelf.

ROBBI E
(conti nui ng)
| got this one for naking the
Al'l Conference team | ast year

Robbi e gets another silver trophy.

ROBBI E
(conti nui ng)
And this one's for being the Mst
Val uabl e Player at |ast year's
Cty Playoffs.

VARI QUS SHOTS 12
of Booner |ooking on and acting extrenely inpressed.

Robbi e takes an 8x10 photo of himin a basketball uni-
formgoing up for a shot.

ROBBI E
(serious)
And this picture was taken at the
last ganme... I|... played.
It's a painful recollection -- Robbie puts the picture
back face down,
ROBBI E

(continuing;, forces a
smle; to renove the
| ast menory)
The only picture |I don't have is
the one of me in the car crash!

( CONTI NUED)



12.

12 CONTI NUED: 12
Synpat heti ¢ Booner junps on Robbie's lap and |icks
his face.
ROBBI E
(conti nui ng)
And now I'Il show you ny nunber
one -- absolute best -- and
favorite pri ze!
Robbi e wheels the two of themover to his bed. On
the nightstand is a scroll with ribbon around it that
Robbi e carefully takes off. He reads the docunent.
ROBBI E
(conti nui ng)
"To Robert Johnson, for excellence
as an athlete and schol ar at
Zachary Taylor School,' -- signed *
by the Governor. That's his sea
right there.
12A CLCSEUP - BOOMER 12A  *
| ooks at the scroll.
BOOVER (V.Q)
It is fromthe Governor... And
didn't vote for him ' m agai nst *
hi s dog catching program
Robbie sadly rolls up the comendation and puts the
ri bbon back on it.
ROBBI E
(benused)
Washed up at sixteen years old..
and | can't even look forward to
an dd Timer's Gane.
Booner picks up the scroll in his nouth.
ROBBI E
(conti nui ng)
Hey, put that down.
Booner junps out the windowwith it.
12B ROBBI E' S POV OF BOOMVER 12B
| ooking up at himw th the scroll.



12C

13

14

15

15A

13.
BACK TO SHOT 12c

ROBBI E
Bring it back, Boormer.

Booner BARKS, picks up the scroll and starts off. Rob-
bie turns the chair around, wheels over to the door and
| eaves his room

EXT. FRONT DOOR 13

Robbi e races out of the house and down the ranp. He
| ooks around for Booner -- after a beat, Booner BARKS
to catch his attention, Robbie starts after Booner.

VARI QUS SHOTS 14

of Booner | eadi ng Robbie down the street, past the

pl ayground, and across the street leading to the Sport
Arena. Booner all the while carefully |eading Robbie
exactly to where he wants to go.

EXT. ARENA DOCR 15
Quard #1 spots Boomer comng toward him  The Quard
| ooks down at Booner who has the scroll in his teeth.
GUARD #1
(anused)
Do you work for the Lost and Found
Departnent?... You can't go in
now. The fans are starting to
cone in.
ROBBI E

Stop that dog!

Booner gives the Guard a nove to the left, then darts
past himon the right.
CLOSEUP - BOOVER 15A

BOOVER (V. Q)
| hate to say it, but I'mquick as

a cat.
ROBBI E

He stole sonething fromne.
GUARD

Cron, we'll find him

( CONTI NUED)



15A

16

17

14.

CONTI NUED: 15A
The Quard takes hold of Robbie's chair and wheels him

i nsi de.

| NT. ARENA HALLWAYS - VARI QUS SHOTS 16
of Booner running in and out of people going to their

seats as the Guard and Robbie are in hot pursuit.

I NT. HALLWAY OUTSI DE LOCKER ROOM 17

The door opens and the Bucketeers, dressed in uniforns,

start out for the arena court.

Spirits are high,

basketbal | s are being tossed back and forth. They AD

LI B about the sellout crowd and
Meadowl ark spots his old friend,

putting on a great show
Booner, dashing down

the hall with the Guard and Robbie close behind. As
bef ore, Booner junps up to Meadow ark. Meadow ark

instinctively takes the scroll from Boomer. Meadow
lark unrolls scroll, reads a beat.
MEADOW._ARK
'"For excellence as a scholar...'?

(1 aughi ng)
I'm sorry Booner, but

there's no

way this belongs to ne.

ROBBI E
That's m ne.

VEADOW.ARK
Is that right, Booner?

Booner BARKS.

MEADOW.ARK

(conti nui ng)

Well you just march over there and

give it right back.

Meadow ark places the scroll back in Booner's nouth,

and Boorer actually marches over

stiffly to Robbie.

MEADOWLARK

(continuing; |
| said march, and he
(to Robbi e)
I's he your dog?

aughi ng)
mar ched.

( CONTI NUED)



15.
17 CONTI NUED: 17

ROBBI E
(excited)
Meadow ark Lenmon!  Ahh, just a
friend. He was ny friend.

Booner junps into Robbie's lap and gives hima good
l'i ck.

ROBBI E
(conti nui ng)
Ckay, we're still friends... but
don't ever pull that again

BUCKETEER
C nmon Meadowl ark, we're on! The
place is yelling for us.

VEADOW_ARK
How woul d you and Booner like to
sit at our bench and watch the

gane?
ROBBI E
You nean that?
MVEADOW_ARK
If | didn't nean it, | wouldn't
say it.

Meadow ark takes the chair fromthe Quard and starts
directing Robbie and Booner into the area.

MVEADOW.ARK
(conti nui ng)
. and if | didn't say it, then
I wouldn't mean it... but | neant
it... solet's gol!

18 I NT. ARENA 18

Robbi e and Booner are next to the Bucketeer bench.
Robbi e's bursting with excitement at being so close
to the teamas they slap hands, joke around and get
ready to do their "Magic Star" opening routine. They
take the floor to the cheers of the crowd.

19 VARl QUS SHOTS 19

of the Bucketeers doing their routine, of the joy-
filled faces of the audience, old and young.

( CONTI NUED)



16.
19 CONTI NUED: 19

And Robbi e, who watches the showw th great joy. They
end the routine and return to the bench to renove
their warm up uniforns.

VEADOW.ARK
(to Robbi e)
First bucket's for you, ny nman!

Meadow ark holds out his palm Robbie gleefully slaps
it.

19A  BOOMVER 19A *
hol ds up paw. Meadow ark sl aps Booner's paw. .

The game begins and the first shot is one of Meadow
lark's patented fifty-foot hook shots. Robbie expl odes
wi t h appl ause.

19B CLOSEUP - BOOMER 19B *

BOOVER (V.Q)
(i npressed)
Not bad.

19C  BOOVER 19 C*

sitting on bench. As the teamis switch ends, Meadow
lark snaps his fingers and points to Robbie with a big
smle -- signifying "his" basket. The ganme conti nues,
Booner and Robbi e thoroughly enjoying the ganme. Robbie
is practically comng out of his chair with the excite-

ment. A ball is mshandled and rolls toward them  Rob-
bie's so caught up in the action he forgets for a
second.
ROBBI E

| got it!
Robbi e | eans over and tries to stop the ball, but it's
out of reach and he leans too far -- falling out of his
chair. Meadow ark and sonme of the player imediately

rush over and hel p an enbarrassed Robbie back into the
chair. Tears are runnng down Robbie's face.

ROBBI E
(conti nui ng)
| didn't need anyone's hel p! |
gotta get hone.

( CONTI NUED)



19C

20

17.
CONTI NUED: 19C

Robbie turns the chair and starts out. Meadow ar k
starts to go after himbut is stopped by one of the
Bucket eer s.

BUCKETEER
C non Meadow ark -- W got a gane
to play.

Meadow ark stops, turns back toward the court. He

| ooks back to see Robbie wheeling hinmself out of the
arena, Booner right next to him As Meadow ark is
about totake the floor again, he notices the scroll
that brought Robbie into the arena in the first place.
Meadowl ark picks it up and puts it on one of the team
bags.

I NT. HALLWAY 20

Robbi e and Booner are the only ones there. Robbie is
wheel i ng hinself as fast as he can, notices Booner next
to himand stops.

ROBBI E
Stop followwing me, will ya...
Go play with a dogcatcher.

Robbi e continues on -- we COVE IN CLOSE on Booner and
his depressed reaction.
The SOUNDS OF THE CROAD echoi ng, and we:

FADE QOUT.

END OF ACT ONE



21

21A

21 B

22

22A

18.
ACT TWD
FADE | N:
EXT. DOMTOMNM AREA - DAY 21

W OPEN on a CLOSEUP of Booner and PULL BACK to revea
the busy sidewal ks and crowded streets of downtown.
Booner's head is going back and forth | ooking for sone-
t hi ng.

CLOSEUP - BOOMER 2 LA

IS seen next to working legs and noving shoes to enpha-
size his small size.

BOOVER (V. Q)
CGCotta be around here sonewhere.

He junps up on a cab's hood and roof for a better view
The Cabbie junps out and chases Booner away.

EXT. ANOTHER | NTERSECTI ON - BUS PARKED 21 B

BOOVER (V. Q)
(pl eased)
Al, ha.

Booner heads toward the bus, Bucketeer Bus.

EXT. STREET - HOTEL 22

The Bucketeers' bus is parked in front of a hotel.
Meadow ark exits fromthe hotel. BOOVER BARKS, r ecog-
ni zi ng Meadow ark, and runs to him Meadow ark picks
hi m up.

MEADOW.ARK
Hey, Booner... Were you been?
|'ve been | ooking for you and
your friend.

CLOSEUP - BOOMER 22A

i cks Meadowl ark's chin and the two exit. Meadow ark
takes the scroll out of his pocket and shows it to
Booner .

MEADOW.ARK
Booner, take ne to your friend,
Robbi e.



19.

22B CLOSEUP - BOOVER 22B  *

BOOVER (V.Q)
My thought exactly.

Booner takes the scroll in his mouth and starts off
down the street.
MEADOW.ARK
Wait a m nute, Booner, | got a *

better way to travel.

23 OM TTED 23 *
24 | NT. BUCKETEERS' BUS 24
The TEAM DRI VER, a crusty old teanster, starts up the
bus .
DRI VER
(cynical)
This dog's gonna give ne
di rections.
MVEADOW.ARK
That's what | said. And |
woul dn't say it if | didn't nmean
it.
25 EXT. STREET 25

Bus starts down the street.

26 I NT. BUS 26

Boorer stands between the Driver and Meadowl ark in the
front of the bus. Booner's paws are up and he | ooks
out the big front wi ndows of the G eyhound.

26A CLOSEUP - BOOMER 26A *

BARKS twice and | ooks to the left. He uses paw to
point left.

MVEADOW.ARK
(matter-of-factly)
Hang a left.

The Driver shakes his head contenptuously and turns
left.



27

28

28A

23B

29

30

EXT. BUS

headi ng down the street.

I NT. BUS - CLOSEUP - BOOVER
BARKS and | ooks right and paw- points

MEADOW.ARK
Head up that alley.

Meadow ark | ooks to Booner.

CLOSEUP - BOOVER
BARKS three tines.

MVEADOW.ARK

20.

right.

For about three bl ocks, and then

turn. ..

CLOSEUP - BOOMER

| ooks at Meadow ar k and BARKS.

VEADOW.ARK

Ri ght.
DRI VER

Why are we going through alleys?
MEADOW.ARK

You travel your way... he travels

hi s.

EXT. BUS

Bus pulls out of a field or park, or
Robbi e' house. Drives up alley.

I NT. BUS - CLOSEUP - BOOVER

BARKS and noves to the door.

BOOMER (V. Q)
This is our stop.

MEADOW.ARK
This nmust be the place.

unpaved road near

( CONTI NUED)

27

28

28A

28B

29

30



30

31

21.

CONTI NUED: 30

DRI VER

| don't believe it. Boomer's way-
is ten mnutes faster than the
freeway.

The door is opened. Meadow ark and Booner exit.
Boonmer goes through | oose boards in the fence. So does
Meadow ar k.

EXT. ROBBIE S HOUSE - CLOSEUP - BOOVER 31

junps up and RINGS THE BELL. After a few beats, Ms.
Johnson cones to the door.

MEADOW.ARK
Hell o, you nust be Robbie's nother.

MRS. JOHNSON

Yes, | am
MEADOW.ARK
I'd like to see Robbie... I'm
Meadow ar k Lenon.
MRS. JOHNSON
Meadow ark Lenon? \What a pretty
name.
MEADOW.ARK
My nmomma naned nme after a pie.
MRS. JOHNSON
["lIl tell Robbie you're here. He's
out back.
MEADOW.ARK

M's. Johnson, do you mind if I
just sort of surprise hinf

MRS. JOHNSON
Not at all... He's right around
there. Just follow the sound of
the bouncing ball. Can | get you
anyt hi ng?

VEADOW.ARK
No thank you.



31A

32

33

33A

22.

CLCSEUP - BOOVER 31 A *
BARKS.

BOOVER (V. Q)
What about the cute furry one?

MVEADOW.ARK
Well, maybe a little bone.
BOOVER BARKS.
BOOVER (V. Q) *

Wth sone neat on it!

MEADOW.ARK
Wth alittle neat on it!

MRS. JOHNSON
A bone with neat on it?

(j oki ng)
Oh, no wonder you have such
heal t hy | ooking teeth!

OM TTED 32 *

EXT. YARD 33

Robbi e is shooting hoops. Meadow ark, followed by
Boorer, exits through the kitchen door into the back-
yard. Robbie stops shooting as soon as he spots
Meadow ar k.

ROBBI E
What are you doi ng here?

VEADOW.ARK
(handi ng over scroll)
Boonmer and | wanted to return your *
scrol | .

Robbi e takes the scroll and puts it next to himon the
chair.

ROBBI E
(hard)
Thanks.
CLCSEUP - BOQAVER 33A *

nuzzl es the basketball over to Mecadow ark's feet.

( CONTI NUED)



33A

33B

33C

23.
CONTI NUED: 33A
Meadow ark picks the ball up and starts a little bal

handl ing and then flings a shot in w thout even | ooking
at the basket. Robbie doesn't react.

MEADOW.ARK
Booner tells nme you got a pretty
good shot.
ROBBI E
VWhat does he know, he's just a
dog.
CLOSEUP - BOOVER 33B

pushing ball back to Meadow ark.
BOOMER (V. Q)
Sticks and stones may break my bones,
but words will never harmne.
Meadow ark throws Robbie the ball

VEADOW.ARK
How about a little one on one?

Robbi e throws the ball back at Meadow arKk.

ROBBI E
You don't have a wheel chair.
MEADOW.ARK
(takes out a ticket)
Look, | gotcha a ticket for

tonight's gane. WII| ya cone?
ROBBI E
| don't want to go watch other
people play when | can't.
Robbi e enters the house, followed by Meadow ark and
Booner .
CLOSEUP - BOOMVER 33C

BOOVER (V. Q)
Hang in there, Meadow ark



34

34A

35

36

37

24.
I NT. ROBBIE' S ROOM - DAY 34 *

MEADOW.ARK
Look, Robbie, tonights'a real
special show -- as a friend I'd
i ke you to cone and sit by the
bench.

Meadow ark puts the ticket on the desk. Ms. Johnson *
has entered.

MRS. JOHNSON
Robbie, | think that's very nice
of M. Lenon.

RCBBI E
| know... and | appreciate it.
But | don't think I want to go.
Thanks for returning the scroll.

CUT TO

ROBBI E 34A *

turns and heads out of his room Meadow ark, Ms.
Johnson shake heads synpathetically. Boomer shaking
head exactly the sanme way.

MRS. JOHNSON *
(sincerely)
| really appreciate what you're
trying to do.

MEADOW.ARK *
| just hope | can help.

OM TTED 35 *
EXT. PLAYGROUND | N PARK 36
Robbi e and Booner are still playing with the stick

EXT. BASKETBALL COURT - PARK 37

Sone kids are having a basketball gane and one of them
spots Robbie nearby. It's BILLY. KID #2 eating
banana. *

BI LLY
Hey guys, there's Robbie. Hey,
Robbi e!

( CONTI NUED)



37

37A

CONTI NUED:

The KIDS stop the gane and run out to Robbie and
Booner .

ROBBI E
Hi , guys.

BI LLY
Hey, Robbie... we never see you
anynor e.

ROBBI E
Well, 1've been kinda' tied up
this summer, practicing ny
br eat hi ng.

KID #2

Hey, was Meadow ark Lenon really
at your house today?

CLCSE ON KID #2

eati ng banana. Puts arm down. Booner eats banana.

KI D #3
| saw himget out of the bus and
go i nside.

ROBBI E

Yeah, he found sonething of m ne
brought it back.

BI LLY
You goin' to see himtonight?
We're all going.

ROBBI E

| don't think so.
Bl LLY

How about shootin' a few?
KID #2

Maybe you could teach Franky

sonet hi ng.

The others rib the obvious clown of the group, FRANK

ROBBI E
Sure... if you put the basket
ri ght about here...

( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)

25.
37

37A

*



37A

38

38A

38B

38C

26.

CONTI NUED: 37A

ROBBI E ( CONT' D)
(i ndi cates shoul der
| evel )
"1l show himhow to slam dunk.

Kids react sadly. Robbi e turns around and starts in the
opposite direction.

BI LLY
Maybe tonorrow, huh, Robbie?

Robbi e doesn't turn around, but keeps noving away with
Booner next to him

INT. ROBBIE'S ROOM - N GHT 38

Robbi e's at his desk as Booner cones up to himwth the
ticket for tonight's gane in his nouth. He delivers it
to Robbi e.

ROBBI E
Booner. You're sonething el se.
Why don't you do what | did.
A ve up!

CLOSEUP - BOOMER 38A
BOOMER (V.Q)
Cats give up, birds give up... dogs
don't give up.
CLOSEUP - BOOVER 38B

stands on his hind legs and starts to push the chair
toward the door with his front paws.

ROBBI E
Boormer! WII| you stop.

CLOSEUP - BOOMER 38C

runs to the table by the bed and picks up the scroll
again. He stands by the w ndow.

ROBBI E
Alright! Alright. Put it down,
["1l go.



38D

39

40

40A

40B

41

41A

27.
CLCSEUP - BOOMER 38D
drops the scroll and junps into Robbie's lap. They
head out the door.

OM TTED 39

I NT. COURTSI DE 40

The Bucketeers are in the mddle of the first half.
Robbie slowy makes his way to the bench. The crowd is
full of laughter and cheers as the Bucketeers do their
thing. Robbie stops about ten feet fromthe bench and
turns around.

CUT TO
ROBBI E' S POV 40A
Meadow ar k.
CLCSEUP - REFEREE 40B
REFEREE
That's the hal f!
The scorer's HORN SOUNDS
I NT. TUNNEL LEADH NG FROM FLOOR 41

Robbi e is hal fway out as Meadow ark runs up behind him
and turns his chair in the right direction. Meadow ark
keeps tal king, not giving Robbie a chance to say any-
thing as he wheels himback to courtside.

MEADOW.ARK
Robbi e, man am| gl ad you nade it.
| didn't know if you could make it
-- but you did -- and I'mrea
happy -- the whole team s happy.
Booner, you're happy.

CLOSEUP - BOOVER 41A
gives off three quick BARKS.
VEADOW.ARK
... Yeah, Booner's happy. This
whol e pl ace is happy.

( CONTI NUED)



41A

41B

41C

23.
CONTI NUED: 41A

Robbie's still trying to get out his first syllable.
They are at the bench.

MEADOW.ARK
(conti nui ng)
Now you stay right here. This
hal ftime show is gonna be terrific!
'l be back soon.

Meadow ark heads for the dressing room

RCBBI E
(frowning to Booner)
Sati sfied?
CLOSEUP - BOOMER 41B
BOOMER (V. Q)
Very.

P. A ANNOUNCER
Ladi es, gentlenen and children..
W have a very special show |lined
up tonight. The Bucketeers w ||
be playing an exhi biton basket bal
gane agai nst the Westside Eagles.
But right now here cones the
Bucketeers to warmup!

From the other side of the court, the Bucketeers take
the floor in wheelchairs. Just as in the pre-gane
circle, they make a circle and dazzle the crowd with
fancy passing back and forth. We--

| NTERCUT - ROBBIE AND BOOVER 41C

wat chi ng. Robbie's face shines as he watches them
The Bucketeers can manage to do just about everything
they coul d standi ng up. (NOTE: This routine has been
nmentioned and excitedly receli ved by Meadow ark. He'll
work it out.)

P. A ANNOUNCER
And now... Here comes the
West si de Eagl es!

CROND APPLAUDS as a teamof wheel chair players enter
the court on the other side. As they begin to warmup
with [ayups and dribbling around --



41D

41E

41F

42

43

43A

29.
CLOSEUP - BOOVER 41D
appl audi ng.
P. A ANNOUNCER

Ladi es and gentl enen, the Eagles

are made up of men fromall wal ks

of life who are confined to

wheel chairs. Last year the Eagles

pl aced second in the national
t our nanent .

Crowd APPLAUSE. CUT TO

RCBBI E 41E

who claps the | oudest.

CLCSEUP - BOOVER 41F
appl audi ng.

BOOVER (V.Q)
| think we're making' sone
pr ogr ess.

CUT TGO

CENTER COURT 42

The gane between the Eagles and the Bucketeers begin.

VARI QUS SHOTS 43

As tremendous as the Bucketeers are on their feet, the
Eagles are just as good in the chairs. They whirl
around on one wheel, stop and start quickly. Their
passing is pinpoint, and their shooting is deadly.
Whereas the Bucketeers nmake their opposing team | ook
foolish the Eagles do the sanme to the outnmaneuvered and
sl ow Bucketeers. The crowd goes wild. Everyone, espe-
cially Robbie and Booner, appreciate the expertise of

t he Eagl es.

CLOSEUP - BOOMER 43A

BOOMER (V. Q)
Amazing. Even |I'm i npressed.

( CONTI NUED)
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44

44A

50.

CONTI NUED: 43A

The ganme ends with the Eagles ahead and to nuch
appl ause.

CUT TO

ARENA HALLWAY 44

Meadow ar k, now dressed, is wal king next to Robbie.
Boonmer on the other side.

MVEADOW.ARK
Now do you think you're done with
basket bal | ?

ROBBI E
I think I'mjust beginning.

MEADOWLARK
That's mnmy man.

Meadow ark holds out his palm Robbie slaps it.
Boonmer BARKS.

CLOSEUP - BOOMER 44A

BOOVER (V. Q)
G me five.

MEADOW.ARK
Ch, sorry.
Meadow ark bends down and extends his pal mto Booner
who lifts a paw and gives himthe new high five (Paw
over his head). The three of them|augh and we --

FADE OUT.

END OF ACT TWO



45

46

46A

47

47A

31.

TAG
FADE | N
EXTREME CLOSEUP - MEADOWNLARK 45
Whistle in nouth -- and running up and down a court.
He bl ows the WHI STLE.

VEADOW.ARK

Alright, fifty-one, 1 got you
slappin' his arm

ROBBIE (O S.)
| didn't, ref...

W PULL BACK to reveal Meadow ark refereeing a game
bei ng pl ayed between two teans in wheelchairs. He's
just called the foul on Robbie who reluctantly hands
over the ball.

ROBBI E

(conti nui ng)
It was a clean steal!

| NT. BLEACHERS 46
Robbi e's nother and his friends are watching and cheer-
ing himon. Boonmer is the mdst of them
CLOSEUP - BOOMER 46A
BARKS at Meadow ar k.
BOOVER (V.Q)
| agree. It was a questionable
call.
BACK TO SHOT 47
MVEADOW.ARK

You give me any nore noi se,
Boonmer, and it's a technical!

CLOCSEUP - BOOVER 47A
A chastened Booner sits down.

BOOMVER (V. Q)
That guy's mad wi th power.

( CONTI NUED)



47A

32.
CONTI NUED: 47A

Robbi e | ooks up at Meadow ark and gives hima w nk and
a smle. Meadow ark does the sanme to Robbie.

VEADOW.ARK
(to hinsel f)
That Booner's worse than Al
McGui r e!
(to teans)
Cnon, let's play ball.

He bl ows his WHI STLE. W cone in CLOSE on Booner and:
FADE QOUT.

THE END
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